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June 2019—September 2019

2019 News from Buenos Aires, Argentina

Marathon Globetrotters Annual Meeting
Buenos Aires, Argentina Sep 21, 2019 3-5 PM Urbanica Hotel
Introduction by Cheri Pompeo
President Kevin Brosi: 3 PM Call meeting to order, greetings

Invite attendees to introduce themselves at meeting (see photo next page)
Election, candidate list (6)
Election of President, Kevin Brosi
Director of Membership, Eddy Angkawibawa
Director of Publicity, Cheri Pompeo
Director of Electronic Media, TBD URGENT, seeking candidates
Director of Finance, Seth Kramer
Director of Awards, Don Bierer
Members present approved all candidates for re-election.
Introduction of Ambassadors
Scandinavia (Sweden/Norway): Anders Forselius (Sweden)
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Greenland: Vagn Kirkelund (Denmark)North
Central Europe: Zdeněk Chmel (Czech Republic)
Marathon Globetrotters is a member-run club of people who run marathon (or greater) distance races in multiple
countries. The club is run entirely by volunteers elected by its members, and does not collect monies or pay any
member/volunteer for their efforts. There are no dues. To provisionally join the club, a runner must have completed
a full marathon (26.2 miles/ 42.2 kilometers or longer) in an official race in at least 5 countries. Full membership
and voting rights are granted to runners who complete 10 or more countries. www.marathonglobetrotters.org

2019 Annual Reunion
DACH: (Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Liechtenstein): Frank Fuessl
(Germany)
North East Europe (Baltic): Wojtek Machnik (Poland)
South East Europe (Balkans and ex-Yu): Srećko Mićić (Serbia)
Southeast Asia: Revi Fayola Sitompul (Indonesia)
China: Sam Chong (Singapore, Taiwan)

Oceania: Jane Sturzaker (Australia, PNG )
South America: Camila Urdaneta Santa (Colombia)
Caribbean: John Lum Young (Trinidad and Tobago)
Africa: Dayo Akinbode (Nigeria)
Social Media, Lara Michelle
Bylaw update: See page 4
Finance report, discuss funding see page 5
Merchandise, order anytime from website or Robert (Merchandise Manager)
Website
Next Annual meeting vote (1 remaining continent) Australia
Club feedback
Call to close meeting, then take meeting photo and at start location

Buenos Aires Marathon
map.
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Buenos Aires Marathon Reunion

Meeting Attendees:
Back row left to right: Didier Cazala, Gregg Walchli, Arthur ‘Jack’
Brooks, Don Bierer, Seth Kramer, Niclas Mia, John Lum Young,
Front Row left to right: Muantawan ‘Pei’ Arsrairas, Sandy Hugill, Cheri
Pompeo, Caren della Cioppa, Jane Sturzaker, Elizabeth ‘Liz’ Gmerek.
Kevin Brosi (behind the camera),
Other members who were present for the marathon were:
Sidy Diallo and Bryndis Svavarsdottir
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Buenos Aires Marathon Reunion
Marathon Globetrotter Statistics from Eddy Angkawibawa (not present)
1. Total Members 568, from 48 countries.
2. Countries with more than 20 members: US 158, England 67, Sweden 40, Denmark
39, France 35, Indonesia 28, Brazil 28, Germany 24.
3. Total Members who have 50 countries or more:
27 Members.
4. Following Members have run in 100 countries or more: Brent Weigner 180 countries, Klaus Westphal 138, Rich Holmes 125, Dan Micola 107, Dieter Max Elster 102,
and Vagn Kirkelund 100.

Marathon Expo
The Marathon Globetrotters had a booth at the Expo manned by Kevin Brosi, Don
Bierer, Sidy Diallo and Liz Gmerek.

Sidy at the Expo

Don Bierer is manning the table at the
marathon expo.
4

Marathon Globetrotters / #15

Proposed changes to Bylaws:
The complete bylaws with these proposed changes have been sent to each member. Only the changes are represented here
ARTICLE II — MEMBERSHIP
Section 2 -- Annual dues: The club has no annual dues and does not collect monies from members, unless changed by a majority vote of the full members as discussed at an annual meeting of the club. Continued membership is automatic unless revoked or terminated as described elsewhere in this document.
Section 5 -- Marathon Globetrotters will not tolerate physical and sexual harassment, bullying, threats of violence, or actual violence. In addition to obedience to
local, regional, national, and international laws, members are expected to treat
others with respect and dignity at all times. Mistreatment of another on the basis
of age, gender, race, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, or disability is
prohibited.
Further, Marathon Globetrotters takes accusations of unsportsmanlike conduct
with the utmost seriousness. The actions of a member can reflect on all members.
As a result, reports of course cutting, banditing, the use of performance enhancing substances, or another's bib or chip to claim a false result is prohibited.
Violations of this code of conduct should be reported to a board member, where
upon an investigation will be conducted by the Director of Membership or designee and reported upon to the board in full. As a result, a warning may be issued or
more punitive actions may immediately be taken, including possible suspension
or expulsion. Suspension or expulsion of a member, officer or Board Member
would require a 3/4 majority vote of the board.
All Marathon Globetrotter officers, Board/Director Support Assistants and all
members are required to return, purge and/or delete as appropriate all member
data, once the role is no longer held or data task completed such as, but not limited to, membership processing or race vetting examination. This includes files,
printouts, financial data and any emails that contain member data, even if a personal address was used for Marathon Globetrotter business. This requirement
pertains to any officer or member that leaves or finishes the role, is not re-elected,
resigns or is removed.
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Financial Report from Seth Kramer::
Cash on Hand: 2160.46
Outstanding Debt: 1482.59
This represents an increase of 407.94 from 2019Q2 and an increase of 1782.56 from 1
year ago.
Information since 01-OCT-2019 to present:
Income Sources:
4646 Apparel Sales
251 Donations
19.59 Amazon Smile reimbursals
Expenses:
2305 Apparel cost
624.43 shipping costs
52.95 shipping supplies
151.65 Paypal fees
Of note this year: Apparel sales back online. Yay for revenue source! Double Yay for
Steven's hard work getting it online!
Triple Yay for Robert's hard work as salesman, deliveryman, postman, customer service, etc!
Amazon Smile
Filed with US Tax authorities
Debit card
Merger with credit union
This club has never had dues or registration fees but due to the growth of the club, we
find we can no longer cover the financial cost of our operation with the proceeds from
the merchandise sales and Amazon Smile income.
Our membership has grown to the point of exceeding the capabilities of our current
website configuration. Steven Lee has done an amazing job of setting up and maintaining our current website. He has volunteered much time to this task and now needs
to put his time elsewhere. We are very grateful for his help. To set up and maintain a
more robust website that can handle continued growth we will need to pay website
fees and probably hire a consultant to do the work.
At the meeting, we brainstormed ideas for raising funds to cover these costs while
keeping membership free.
We will accept donations. There is a donate button on our website. Sandy suggested having a donator tier system where the donors name is listed and the donor receives merchandise corresponding to the level of their donation
6
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2019 Annual Reunion
Creating our own races with the income after expenses coming to the club.
With a possible raffle to win free entry to the race.
Accept ads on our website and possibly let the web developer receive a percentage of the income generated by the ads to defray website development
costs.
Make Marathon Globetrotters your charity of choice for Amazon Smile.
We welcome suggestions for website development and management.

Buenos Aires Marathon Reunion
The International Marathon of the City of Buenos Aires - 2019 edition Sunday, September 22 at 7:00 a.m. on Avenida Presidente Figueroa Alcorta
7.000, Monroe corner.

Didier Cazala, Liz Gmerek, Caren della Cioppa, Kevin Brosi, Cheri Pompeo, Niclas Dia, Jane Sturzeker,
John Lum Young, and Don Bierer
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In another location near the start we have Jane Sturzaker, Seth Kramer, Sandy
Hugill, Liz Gmerek, Kevin Brosi, Don Bierer, Muantawan ‘Pei’ Arsrairas
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Scenes from the marathon course

Bryndis Svavarsdottir and Don Bierer

Sandy Hugill, Bryndis Svavarsdottir and Cheri Pompeo
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Buenos Aires Marathon Photos

Looking from afar, I was sure this was not part of the course.
It was.

Didier Cazala finishes the Buenos Aires Marathon in good time
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Glad to be finished. Liz Gmerek, Kevin Brosi, Jane Sturzaker,
Bryndis Svavarsdottir, Caren della Cioppa and Sandy Hugill
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Iguazu Marathon

https://www.sescpr.com.br/maratona/

Cheri Pompeo and Muantawan ‘Pei’ Arsrairas at kit pickup
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Start of the marathon above the spillway of the dam.

Pei at the finish line, the
beautiful Iguacu falls ( in
Argentina it is Iguazu)
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Random member photos of the falls.
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Gregg Walchli and the falls
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Member Profile
Szymon Babiński (Poland)

My name is Szymon and I come from
Poland. Sport has been in my life forever, including martial arts, diving,
skiing, cycling and many other disciplines. However, this run was good
for me. I combined the two passions
of sightseeing and running, meeting
new people and cultures, cuisine,
smells and flavors. we will see how
my adventure turns out, but it is a
plan to visit all European countries
and run a marathon everywhere, what
will be next we will see ... see you on

the road :)

Member Photo

Rich Holmes and Danielle Laatsch representing the Globetrotters at the Sofia Bulgaria Marathon
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Ambassador Profile
We have had an amazing response in our call for new Ambassadors. Three new ambassadors are profiled here. Many of the other ambassadors have taken on additional countries. The full list should be on our website soon.

Vagn Kirkelund (Denmark)
I am Vagn from Aarhus, Denmark,

born in 1967.

It was only somewhat late I discovered the joy of running, and did my
first marathon in my hometown in
1999. In the following years I started setting different goals, from running faster to longer, and from

longer to even more marathons,
including finishing Spartathlon and
competing 5 times at the 24 hours
World Championship for the national Danish team.

A few years ago I met some real
Globetrotters, and was fascinated
by their running stories, adventures and country collections.
Now I have been fortunate to be able to run more than 600 marathons and ultras in
100 different countries.

I hope to inspire many more people to start running and enjoy travel, so they can
meet likeminded people and experience the “Globetrotter way”.

Marathon Globetrotters / #15
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Ambassador Profile cont’d
Sidy Diallo (France, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Gibraltar, Andorra, Belgium and Luxembourg )

I was living in Chicago (2008–2012) when I
got the motivation for long-distance running, and my first 26.2-mile race was the
10-10-10 Chicago Marathon, at the age of
55. I have completed in 9 years, races in
85 countries of all continents, 13 ultramarathons and 201 marathons, including
48 marathons in 2013.
I started running barefoot 4 years ago, and
I have already run barefoot 60 marathons
and the 90 km of the 2018 edition of the
Comrades Marathon in South Africa.
I have recently published a book entitled

RUNNING HUMAN: Humans Are Perfect Barefoot Runners.
See more on my website: www.sidy42k.com

Sam Chong (China),
lived in Singapore and Taiwan. He has run 250 marathons and ultramarathons. He

has 3 dogs who love long distance running. His next running project is to run 1100 km
in Taiwan with his dogs next
Fall am a keen traveller, marathoner, challenge seeker and
inspiration hunter.
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Ambassador Profile cont’d
Wojciech Machnik (Poland)
I have already spent half of my life travelling. I have visited 115 countries and 6 continents. For the last 6 years I have managed to combine travelling with my other passion,
i.e. running. Running motivates me to get active. It is a launchpad that allows me to unwind, meet my objectives and accomplish challenges set.
My life credo is as follows: your life shall give you as much as you dare to take.

My long-term objective is to visit all countries in the world and run marathons in each of
them within the 249challenge.com project.
My objectives in next years are as follows: - to improve my own world record in the number of marathons ﬁnished in diﬀerent countries in a year; - to ﬁnish 100 marathons in 100
countries as the ﬁrst Pole and the ﬁrst runner in the history and to do that in the period
shorter than 2 years; and with each start, to improve the Polish record in the number of
marathons ﬁnished in diﬀerent countries.
For more about Wojtek,
see http://249challenge.com/en/
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Ambassador Profile cont’d
Frank Fuessl DACH: (Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Liechtenstein):

Guten Tag,

Marathon Globetrotters,

I am Frank Fuessl, living near to Frankfurt, Germany. I am 52 years old. I am a triathlete and marathon runner since 1992. But already since being at school I am a
globetrotter.

I have visited all 47 European Countries, most of the Caribbean islands (20), most
of Asian countries, Australia and New Zealand and a few African countries, in total
129.

I started running with triathlon and ran marathons later as a student. I had a lot of
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Ambassador Profile cont’d
time for training, for leading the university triathlon group and for learning
how to train effectively.
After reaching my big goal to run a marathon in under 3 hours in Echternach
(Luxembourg) I combined Marathon running and travelling mainly to some
exotic places in the world.

Currently I have run Marathons in 21 countries including exotic places like
North Korea, Antarctica, Lake Baikal in Siberia, Karakoram in Pakistan, Gobi
Desert, Atacama Desert…
Neither the time or place is important any more but the scenery and feeling
during the run are important.
Additionally I like talking to other “international runners”, exchanging experiences and getting recommendations of other marathon events in the world.

That’s also the reason, why I want to support Marathon Globetrotters with my
connections and knowledge in the German speaking area, as I have run
around 20 different marathons and triathlons in this area .
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Merchandise
Some new items in our Merchandise Department.

Basic facts:

1. Shirts are labeled: Sport-Tek
2. Womens (v-neck) Mens (round neck)

3. Short and Long-sleeve
4. non-custom and customized

This items will be available soon on marathonglobetrotters.org or contact
Robert Bishton directly at merchandise@marathonglobetrotters.org
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Merchandise
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Some advanced information on our next annual meeting.
AGM Saturday 25th July, 2020
Port Moresby International Marathon Sunday 26th July, 2020

Background
Port Moresby, also referred to as POM or simply Moresby, is the capital and largest city of
Papua New Guinea (PNG) and the largest city in the South Pacific outside of Australia and
New Zealand. It is located on the shores of the Gulf of Papua, on the south-western coast
of the Papuan Peninsula of the island of New Guinea. The city emerged as a trade centre in
the second half of the 19th century. During World War II it was a prime objective for conquest by the Imperial Japanese forces during 1942–43 as a staging point and air base to cut
off Australia from Southeast Asia and the Americas.
Tourism
Papua New Guinea is one of the world’s more exotic and culturally rich destinations, and a
trip here is highly rewarding. Twenty percent of the world’s languages are spoken in the
country. The capital, Port Moresby, is just one and a half hours by plane from Cairns, Australia, and there are three flights each day on this route. Papua New Guinea’s national airline, Air Niugini, also has several direct flights weekly from the capital to Singapore, Tokyo, Hong Kong and Manila, as well as Sydney, Australia. There are three flights daily
between POM and Brisbane, Australia (on Air Niugini, Qantas and Virgin Australia). Most specialized activities require guides, which are best booked in advance; PNG is
not a country to visit on spec.
Travel requirements:
All nationalities require a visa to visit Papua New Guinea, though many nationalities can
obtain a 60-day visa on arrival for a modest fee at Port Moresby airport.
Port Moresby International Marathon, Sunday 26th July, 2020.

The marathon will be conducted by the Port Moresby Road Runners Club. Port Moresby
Road Runners (POMRR) has been conducting running events on the streets of Papua New
Guinea’s capital for 40 years. They conduct events every Saturday of every year at 5:00
pm and they have special events on Sunday mornings. They use the motto “Run for Your
Life” and their mantra is “No one is too fast or too slow or too old … runner and walkers
and movers and shakers of all standards and abilities are forever welcome”.
Security and safety
POM is said to be a dangerous place, but the organizers will ensure that the safety and security of all participants is at an extremely high level.
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The Course:
The marathon will be a loop course, consisting of 5.2l km loops. In and through the
grounds on the university.
Start Time:
The annual mean temperature in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea is hot and humid at 27
degrees Celsius (80.6 degrees Fahrenheit). Due to this the start time for the marathon will
be 04:00. Late July is, however, the coolest time of the year. Head lamps are recommended for the early stages of the marathon. Sunrise is at 06:00.

Cut off time: there will be no cut-off time. Port Moresby Road Runners do not believe
in them.
Race pack pick up:
Will be at the AGM on Saturday 25th July, venue to be confirmed. Further details will be
supplied when available.
Potential marathons on adjacent weekends:
Australia - Townsville Marathon, Qld, 2nd August, 2020
https://townsvillerunningfestival.com
Australia - The Winery Run, Hunter Valley, NSW, 19th July 2020 https://wineryrun.com/
Fiji: Island Chill Suva Marathon Saturday July 18th 7 hours cut off

Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea

Marathon Globetrotters / #15

25

Marathon Globetrotters Annual
Meeting aka (AGM) Criteria:
You will be the host of the MG meeting,
managing all logistics for members
Relaxed race finish time agreed by Race
Director, preferably 7:30, minimum 7
hours to be considered. In writing from
RD or posted on website (send link).
Race discount and late entry for members in case entry closes early.
Meeting room for meeting, minimum capacity 30 at expo or most common hotel
for MG members. No cost to club. Best
if room has podium and a flip chart and
markers for notes, but not required. No
projector required. Minimum 1 table to
have at entry for name tags and any gear
to be sold.
Place at expo to meet and greet Globetrotters and future members, small booth
or table and 2 chairs. Possibly in entry
hallway where runners queue to enter to
pick up packets.
Recommended hotels and possible discount for ease of access to race. Prefer
hotel within 2 km of race start and/or finish.
Arrange for pre-race photo near or at
starting line with an easy to find landmark to simplify the photo gathering.
Travel recommendations: airport, bus,
taxi, train, etc. Common cost of taxi from
airport to race hotels.
Possible lunch or dinner location after
meeting near expo or race hotel.
Tourist places of interest for pre or post
race.
Write an FAQ about the entry, travel details, discounts and locations.
Describe any race cutoffs, mid race cutoffs, sweeper details if applicable.
Arrange for expo essentials:
MG Flag and ways to hang it.
MG business cards
Page to gather names and email addresses
Name cards and black markers for
meeting
Handout to entice like-minded runners to join us.

26

Officers
President
Kevin Brosi (USA)
president@marathonglobetrotters.org

Director of Membership
Eddy Angkawibawa (Indonesia)
membership@marathonglobetrotters.org

Director of Awards
Donald Bierer
award@marathonglobetrotters.org

Director of Electronic Media
TBD
Director of Publicity
Cheri Pompeo (USA)
publicity@marathonglobetrotters.org

Director of Finance
Seth Kramer
finance@marathonglobetrotters.org

Merchandise
Robert Bishton
merchandise@marathonglobetrotters.org
Social Media
Lara Michelle
momonarisan@yahoo.com
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International Ambassadors
Scandinavia (Sweden/Norway)
Anders Forselius (Sweden)
anders@marathonglobetrotters.org

Northeastern Europe
Zdeněk Chmel (Czech Republic)
zchmel@post.cz

International Ambassadors
Germany/Switzerland/Austria (GSA)
Frank Fuessl

frank.fuessl@outlook.de
Southern Europe

Sidy Diallo

Southeastern Europe
Srećko Mićić (Serbia)
micicsrecko@gmail.com

China
Sam Chong (Taiwan/Singapore)
aquilon100@gmail.com
Oceania
Jane Sturzaker (Australia)

sidy.diallo@gmail.com

Denmark
Vagn Kirkelund
vagnkirkelund@gmail.com

Caribbean
John Lum Young
johnlumyoung@yahoo.co.uk

sturzakerj@bigpond.com

South America
Camila Urdaneta Santa (Colombia)
cami_47@hotmail.com

Africa
Adedayo Akinbode
Dayoakinbode@yahoo.com

Southeast Asia

Revi Fayola Sitompul
(Indonesia)
eangkawibawa@yahoo.com
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Letter from the president
You have seen and will see more
changes this year: we have added
Ambassadors in Poland, Trinidad and
Tobago, Denmark, Germany, France
and Singapore and there are more to
come. If any of you would like to represent your region we can consider
dividing up the area if appropriate. 2020 Marathon Globetrotter
Officer elections are complete and President (Kevin), Membership (Eddy), Publicity (Cheri) Finance (Seth) and Awards (Don)
were re-elected. Robert will continue as Merchandise Manager. Steven has decided not to continue as Electronic Media so
we are seeking a replacement, if you have skills with website
management, please contact me. We have also made updates to
our Bylaws to state that members who harass or cheat may be
expelled from the Globetrotters and to insure we protect membership data. We have only one proposal for the next Annual
Global Meeting, Papua New Guinea (PNG) a new country for
probably all members and counting towards the Oceania continent. Jane Sturzaker is hosting and creating this inaugural
event with the assistance of the local PNG running club. Stay
tuned for details, including suggestions for possible events in
the region the week before and after.
I hope you are enjoying being a member of the Globetrotters
Marathon Globetrotters is a member-run club of people who run marathon (or greater) distance races in multiple
countries. The club is run entirely by volunteers elected by its members, and does not collect monies or pay any
member/volunteer for their efforts. There are no dues. To provisionally join the club, a runner must have completed
a full marathon (26.2 miles/ 42.2 kilometers or longer) in an official race in at least 5 countries. Full membership
and voting rights are granted to runners who complete 10 or more countries. www.marathonglobetrotters.org

